
 
OUR SPEAKER on Wednesday 22nd January 2025 at 1:30pm 

will be  

Jo Walton 
who will talk to us about:  

The Art and Craft of John Piper 
 

Jo Walton has combined teaching and lecturing with a career in art bookselling 
and has been a volunteer guide at both Tate Britain and Tate Modern. She is 
now a freelance lecturer for The Arts Society, The National Gallery, The Art 
Fund, and local art societies. 
 
 
 
 

 
An abstract painter in the 1930s, John Piper was also a writer, critic and typographer and his love of 
architecture – especially medieval churches and stained glass – made him a highly sensitive observer of 
his surroundings. During the Second World War he became one of the best-known Official War Artists, 
creating powerful images of the destruction of Coventry Cathedral, the Houses of Parliament and of the 
city of Bath, as well as recording a wide range of buildings, from derelict Welsh cottages to the grandeur 
of Windsor Castle. Piper’s friendships with figures from the worlds of literature, ballet and music led him 
in further creative directions. He worked on the Shell Guides to Britain with his close friend, John Betjeman 
and designed sets and costumes for the operas of Benjamin Britten. In his fifties he began to design 
stained glass, creating monumentally beautiful windows for the new Coventry Cathedral and the 
Metropolitan Cathedral in Liverpool, as well as tiny, jewel-like lunettes for country churches near his home 
in Buckinghamshire. Piper’s love of architecture and landscape informed all his work, and in this lecture 
we’ll explore the many ways in which his interests and enthusiasms led to prolific creativity. 
 

Want to find out more? For further information visit the Society’s website 
at www.theartssocietywindsor.org.uk, or email us at info@theartssocietywindsor.org.uk  We meet live on the 
4th Wednesday of the month at 1.30 pm in the Memorial Hall, Old Windsor, SL4 2RN      N.B. Please consult 
our website re each lecture which we will update regularly. 
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