
 
OUR SPEAKER on Wednesday 25th June 2025 at 1:30pm 

will be  

Barry Venning  
who will talk to us about:  

With a Little Help from Their Friends:  
The Beatles and The Art World 

 
Barry Venning is an art historian whose interests and 
teaching range from the art of late medieval Europe to 
global contemporary art. He has published books, articles 
and exhibition catalogue essays on Turner, Constable and 
European landscape painting, but also has an ongoing 
research interest in postcolonial art and British visual satire. 
He works as a consultant and associate lecturer for the Open 
University. His media work includes two BBC TV 
documentaries, radio appearances for BBC local radio and 
ABC Australia, and a DVD on Turner for the Tate.  
 
A journey through the 60s in music and images, following the Beatles from the Hamburg 
Reeperbahn in 1960 to Abbey Road in 1969. The band was always fascinated by the visual 
arts - the ‘fifth Beatle’, Stuart Sutcliffe, was a much better painter than he was a bass player 
- and they also learned very early on that artists and designers could help promote their 
image and their music. Their rise to global fame was aided and recorded by an impressive 
roster of photographers, including Astrid Kirchherr, Bob Freeman, Robert Whitaker, Angus 
McBean and Linda McCartney. The innovative covers for releases such as Rubber Soul (Bob 
Freeman) Revolver (Klaus Voormann), the White Album (Richard Hamilton) and Sgt. 
Pepper (Peter Blake, Jann Haworth and others) turned album design into an art form in its 
own right. 
 

Want to find out more? For further information visit the Society’s website 
at www.theartssocietywindsor.org.uk, or email us at info@theartssocietywindsor.org.uk  We meet live on the 
4th Wednesday of the month at 1.30 pm in the Memorial Hall, Old Windsor, SL4 2RN      N.B. Please consult 
our website re each lecture which we will update regularly. 
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